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Dear Friends and Supporters,

I am writing to you with deep gratitude 
and a heart full of appreciation for your 
generous support of Our Hospice and 
Palliative Care in South Central Indiana. 

At Our Hospice, we believe that Making 
Every Moment Count is an important 
mission where each of us makes a real 
difference in people’s lives during their 
most challenging moments.

We take our responsibility as stewards 
of your gifts seriously. Your trust inspires 
us to continuously improve our services 
ensuring the highest quality of care and 
support for patients and their loved ones. 

Our Hospice:

•	 Is a not for profit founded in 1980

•	 Is the 4th largest Hospice in Indiana

•	 Provides care in 22 counties

•	 Cares for approximately 275 hospice  
	 patients and their loved ones daily

Together we are creating access to 
compassionate care, and making a 
real impact in the lives we serve. Your 
generosity plus our stewardship truly 
makes us Better Together. Join us and 
be part of the mission to Make Every 
Moment Count!

With warm regards,

Steph Cain 
President 
Our Hospice and Palliative Care of 
South Central Indiana 
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COVER STORY

Honoring a Legacy:  
The Gift of Giving to Our Hospice
Sharon and Tim Hill, the daughter and son-in-
law of Howard and Joan Pearcy, provided two 
generous gifts – one to Palliative Care and one 
to rejuvenate the garden initially funded by her 
parents - demonstrating their commitment to 
preserving a legacy of compassion and community 
involvement that her parents held dear.

Howard Pearcy had initially donated the garden fountain in 2004, and 
it had been a source of solace for patients, families, and staff. Sharon  
recognized its importance as a place where individuals could take a 
moment to find peace, engage in quiet conversations, and savor the 
gentle sounds of water trickling in the background. Her dedication 
to rejuvenating the garden reflects a commitment to creating an 
environment of serenity and reflection—a sanctuary for those facing 
difficult times.

Sharon eloquently described her father, Howard, as "a man of 
diametrically opposed talents." He possessed a meticulous side as a 
CPA, but he was also known as the most engaging conversationalist 
in the room. This duality of character made him not only a respected 
professional but also a beloved friend to many. Joan, Sharon's mother, 
was an equally remarkable individual—a quiet and organized presence 
in any room, possessing the extraordinary ability to make people feel 
comfortable and connect on a personal level.

Sharon and Tim’s generous gifts to Our Hospice embody the life lessons 
and values learned from both Pearcys; community involvement and 
philanthropy. Columbus held a special place in the hearts of Howard 
and Joan Pearcy. It was where they settled, where they made lifelong 
friends, and where they devoted themselves to making a positive 
difference. Sharon aptly noted, "The town and Our Hospice meant 
so much to my parents, and we wanted to ensure their legacy was 
maintained." Sharon and Tim’s commitment to Our Hospice ensures 
that the values of compassion, community, and philanthropy that 
Howard and Joan held dear continue to thrive in Columbus.

Sherry Stark Funds Life Changing Service
In memory of her parents, Kirby and Caroline Risk, Sherry Risk 
Stark made a transformational gift commitment to establish 
an endowment fund. The James Kirby Risk, Jr. & Caroline 
Robinson Risk Fund for Palliative Support honors the life lessons 
her parents taught through their service to others, their civic and 
humanitarian efforts and their many acts of kindness. Sherry has 
formed a legacy of service in her own right as a long-standing 
member of the Columbus community. She has led numerous 
vital boards in the arts and for the benefit of the community; 
served as Deputy Mayor of the City of Columbus; and President 
and CEO of The Heritage Fund — the Community Foundation of 
Bartholomew County. 

This fund will provide sustaining support to Our Hospice of South 
Central Indiana for palliative care services, an innovative patient 
care model that provides demonstrated improvement to patients 
enduring a chronic illness. Palliative Care is a medical specialty 
offering relief from symptoms for those with a serious illness while 
they are being treated by their physician. It differs from hospice 
care in that it can be provided at any stage in a serious illness 
and can be provided together with curative treatment. The care 
supports individuals being treated for chronic or acute illnesses 
of the heart, lungs, liver, and kidney, as well as cancer patients. It 
fills gaps in the continuum of care when an individual is suffering 
with unresolved symptoms or side effects during treatment for 
Alzheimer's, dementia, cancer, COPD or heart disease.

“I first learned about the concept of Palliative Care through 
trainings provided while serving as a hospital trustee,” said Sherry. 
“I was immediately intrigued and recognized what a positive and 
life changing service it could offer people when they are the most 
vulnerable. This innovative program struck me as just the kind of 
thing my parents would have chosen to support.” Since she made 
the commitment, Sherry has provided generous annual gifts to 
Palliative Care while also funding her parents' endowment.



YOUR GENEROSITY OUR STEWARDSHIP 
PALLIATIVE CARE is a valuable type of care with minimal 
reimbursement. In 2023, we transitioned Palliative 
Care services into a hospital-based clinic creating a 
more sustainable model, ensuring access to palliative 
care, well into the future. These changes reduced costs 
by $400,000, leaving an annual gap of $700,000, 
supported by philanthropy and home hospice.

THE HOSPICE CENTER is a 14 bed Hospice facility 
that costs $3.5 million annually to operate, serving 
our community with the best end of life care. After 
insurance reimbursement, the annual gap is $400,000,  
supported by philanthropy and home hospice. Our 
Hospice Team that cares for the Hospice Center 
patients, has improved operations to bring improved 
financial stability, while delivering the highest quality of 
care for our community.

BEREAVEMENT CARE has an annual cost of $60,000, 
providing grief support and healing for loved ones, 
including children and teen groups. These programs are 
supported by our generous donors and home hospice.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Your giving directly impacts the specialized hospice, 
palliative and bereavement care in our communities. 
We fundraise to pay for care needs greater than 
$1.2 million annually. Help us provide the best end 
of life care by giving to support our community. You 
can give through our events, memorial donations, 
campaigns, and will or estate gifts. We are Better 
Together, Let’s Make Every Moment Count!

Our Hospice cares for an average 
of 268 patients per day 

with an average length of 
81 days in our care.
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hospice patients 1157

palliative patients 521

CARING FOR PATIENTS 

90 individuals cared for on 
Bridge transferred to Hospice

2023 Summer Concert – Sister Hazel
Title Sponsors: 

FORVIA Faurecia & Columbus Regional Health  
Raised: $123,000 (net)

Photo by Mike Wolanin | The Republic, Republished with 
 permission by The Republic, Columbus, all rights reserved

2023 Decatur Golf Tournament
Title Sponsor: 

Decatur County Memorial Hospital, EMCOR 
Facilities Services, K.B. Specialty Foods  

and an anonymous donor who donated in 
honor of all Our Hospice workers. 

Raised: $35,500 (net)

2024 Jennings County Gala
Title Sponsor: 

Decatur Mold, Tool & Engineering
Raised: $70,800 (net)



WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!
Supported 

3830 
 grieving individuals

Total number served by  
BEGINNING AGAIN:  

169 different group members 
for 2023 

(Bereavement group meets  
Tuesdays  2-3:30 or 5:30-7)

SERVING CHILDREN 
& ADULTS  

Served 32 children at Camp Eva, 
our annual children's grief camp.

2024 Camp Eva to be held 
Saturday, September 14, 2024

TEEN GRIEF 
GROUP

Over the course 
of 6 weeks,  

14 students at a 
local middle school 
came together to 

participate in a 
Teen Grief Group. 
Throughout their 

journey they focused 
on the “6 R’s of 

Grief: Reassure, 
Routine, Release, 

Remember, 
Reflect, and 
Reach Out.”  
Each session 

focused on the 
group exploring 

how to understand 
their emotions/

expressions, creating 
comfort in their 

environment, finding 
creative outlets, 
memorializing 

their loved ones, 
connecting with 

others through grief, 
and understanding 

that help is out 
there for when their 
feelings become too 

heavy. The teens 
thoroughly enjoyed 

expressing their 
creativity through 

utilizing poems, 
songs, or letters to 
their loved ones on 

magnetic pieces 
that were then 

painted and hung 
at home or in their 

lockers.

MAKING EVERY MOMENT COUNT

Goldie, a patient of Hospice Nurse Kylie, 
who took the opportunity to go up in a 
tethered balloon ride at Ashford Place 
(Shelbyville). What a great experience 
for Goldie and another example of 
celebrating every Moment! 

Family connections are so meaningful. For this family, the 
daughter was planning her wedding but as her mom began 
declining while in our care, the daughter asked if we could help 
her get married at her mom’s bedside, so our Hospice Chaplain, 
Jimmy officiated the ceremony. This special day was even more 
special as it was the 50th wedding anniversary of the patient and 
her husband (which, of course, we had to celebrate too!)

Making Every Moment Count for our patient Graham! He took his 
first Huey Helicopter flight! Thanks to Shelli Burton for the photos 
and to Hospice Nurse Jessica, for making  sure Graham was good 
to go!

When the Southern Indiana Corvette Club heard about Anthony's 
wish to attend the World 100 at Eldora Speedway, they raced in 
to make his wish a reality. The Southern Indiana Corvette Club 
brought out a few cars during the special presentation. Anthony 
enjoyed a beautiful afternoon with his family and even got some up 
close time with the Corvettes. The surprises were far from over for 
Anthony. When Nascar Champion and Eldora Speedway owner, 
Tony Stewart heard about Anthony’s journey with hospice, he 
upgraded Anthony and his son to his personal suite.

Victoria, a 31-year-old mom of four children, was transferred from the 
hospital to the Hospice Center. What she wanted most was more 
time with her children to make memories, to laugh together, and to 
celebrate her young son’s birthday. Our clinical team knew this, got 
her pain under control, and organized a birthday party at the center. 
Victoria was strong enough to get out of bed and join the party (this 
was the last time she was able to get out of bed). The team did not 
stop there; special arrangements were made to allow the children 
to stay the night in the family room so they could be close to their 
mom. The team stayed after their shift to set up for their campout, 
complete with a pillow fight and an UNO match. One of the most 
beautiful things about Our Hospice is the care we provide not only to 
the patient, but to the whole family unit. And for this family, we were 
able to provide a few sweet happy memories for them to hold onto.



OPPORTUNITIES 
- 3 BIGGEST AREAS OF NEED:

Pediatric home 
care kits  

providing each family 
specialized equipment 

and supplies based on the 
age of their child.

Cared for a set of 
adopted siblings

PALLIATIVE 
CARE

HOSPICE 
CENTER

BEREAVEMENT

$200,000 – Income/Reimbursement
$200,000 - Covered by Home Hospice
$700,000 Gap annually – Covered by Philanthropy

$2 million – Income/Reimbursement
$1.1 million - Covered by Home Hospice
$400,000 Gap annually – Covered by Philanthropy

$0 – Income/Reimbursement
$26,000 - Covered by Home Hospice
$34,000 Gap annually – Covered by Philanthropy
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Learn about additional 
ways to give GIVE NOW

 https://ourhospice.org/donations https://ourhospice.org/ways-to-give/

3108
VOLUNTEER HOURS Patient Volunteers Office Work Fundraising Hospitality

CARING FOR THE 
YOUNGEST PATIENTS
Expert pediatric hospice care 
led by our PHD Educated 
Pediatric Hospice Nurse 
Practitioner. Eileen DeWire

2023 INCOME 
STATEMENT 

�Unaudited

Administrative Costs 
(% of total expenses)

Fundraising Costs 
(% of total expense)

Investment and Other Income 
(% of total revenue)

7.6%

3.4%

5%

Fundraising Events
Unrestricted Giving
Restricted Giving
Total Fundraising & Gifts

394,191.00
641,086.94
307,922.19

1,343,200.00

$

$

PROGRAM REVENUE

PROGRAM EXPENSES

FUNDRAISING & GIFTS

Direct Patient Care
Indirect Patient Care
Total Program Expenses

14,362,422.00
4,133,678.00

18,496,100.00

$

$

Home Hospice
Hospice Center
Palliative Care Center
Total Net Revenue

16,323,072.00
2,119,801.00
256,978.00

18,699,851.00

$

$

Donated by 
Cindy Chapman

Given with love to her 
friend, Carol Dunkin



LIST OF DONORS 
Legacy Society Gifts 
(Planned Giving Donors)
Anonymous
Janis Greenlee
Jenny Johnson
Rick and Alice Johnson
Marilyn Jean LaRue
Doug Leonard
William Mihay
Marlene Anne Muldoon
Mary and Bob Orben
Jeffrey S. Rauch
Cynthia Scott
Sherry Stark
Michael Thayer
Dennis E. Thomas
Donn F. Voyles

$75,000+
Robert W. Haddad Sr
Olive Murphy Memorial Hospice 
	 Fund, a fund of the Heritage Fund 
	 - The Community Foundation of  
	 Bartholomew County

$50,000+
Ann Marshall Knobloch  
	 Endowment Fund, a fund of the  
	 Heritage Fund - The Community  
	 Foundation of Bartholomew County
Sherry Stark
The Ward Family Charitable Fund

$25,000+
Columbus Regional Hospital 
	 & Health System
Elizabeth R. & Walter C. Nugent  
	 Foundation
FORVIA Faurecia
L. Paul Berman Fund for Patient  
	 Care Excellence

$15,000+
Clarence E. and Inez R. Custer 	
	 Foundation
Columbus Regional Health Foundation
Columbus Regional Health Foundation  
	 Hospice Center Endowment Fund
Thomas F. Dowd and Amy Dowd
Dunlap & Company, Inc.
Rick and Alice Johnson
The John and Judy Kussman 
	 Family Fund
Bob and Mary Orben
SIHO Insurance Services
United Way Of Bartholomew County,  
	 Employee Campaign Donors

10,000+
Carl Marshall and Mildred Alman  
	 Reeves Foundation, Inc.
Decatur County United Fund
Duke Energy
Mike and Christine Elwood
Eric and Abby Howe
Frank and Terie McDonald
Our Hospice of South Central  
	 Indiana Endowment Fund, a fund
	 of the Heritage Fund - The Community  
	 Foundation of Bartholomew County
Fred & Joyce Springmier Charitable Trust
White River Broadcasting Company, Inc.

$5,000+
Anonymous
Julie and Stephen Abedian
American Legion Post 24
Arvin Sango Foundation, Inc.
Ben and Pat Bush Fund
Circle K Convenience Stores
Columbus Parks & Recreation
Decatur County Memorial Hospital
Owen D. Hungerford
JA Braswell Charitable Fund
Jennifer A. Johnson
Johnson-Witkemper, Inc., 
	 Insurance Services
Kirr Foundation, Inc.
Ted and Karen Lucas
The Lyons' Family Charitable Fund
McDonald Charitable Gift Fund
Hannah McKenna
Our Hospice of Shelby County Fund, 
	 a fund of the Blue River Community  
	 Foundation
QMix 107.3 - Reising Radio Partners, Inc.
Jeff and Jennie Rauch
Ruoff Home Mortgage
Sacoma Specialty Products, LLC.
Mike and Tammy Saltzman 
Tobar, Inc.
Voelz, Reed, & Mount, LLC

$1,000+
Anonymous
Ruth L. Acton
AIM Media Operating Indiana, LLC
Judy L. Allman
B & P Rentals
Barkes, Weaver & Glick 
	 Funeral Home, Inc.
Bartholomew County Beverage, Inc.
Biehle Electric, Inc.
Tina Roberts Bishop
Bob Baisden Family Fund
Glen and Diane Bohman
Jane and Matt Border
Roger and Jan Brinkman
Steph L. Cain
The Carothers Family Fund
Centra Credit Union
Centra Mortgage Operations and  
	 Mortgage Servicing
Charities Aid Foundation America,  
	 for First Financial Bank Employee  
	 Giving Campaign
Steve and Sue Charlton
Brent and Tracey Clifford
Susan E. Cline
Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Inc.
Steven O. Cohen
Jim and Nora Coleman
Columbus Regional Health 	  
	 Foundation Lucille O'Laughlin Fund
The Community Fund, a fund of  
	 Heritage Fund-The Community  
	 Foundation of Barthomew  County
Cowboy's Dash BBQ, LLC
Craven, Hoover and Blazek, PC
Michael D. Crouch
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Cupp
Dale Dailey
Julie and Brad Davis
Jeffrey and Sarah Day
Decatur County Farmers Mutual  
	 Insurance Co.
Decatur Mold Tool & Engineering
Bill and Pam Dees
Dale and Cindy Doup
Dove-Sharp & Rudicel Funeral Home
Driftwood Builders, Inc.
William R. Durham
Judith H. Eaton
Edward Jones
Edward Jones - Jacque Greathouse
Elks Lodge #521
Elwood Staffing Services, Inc.
Mark and Wendy Elwood Foundation
EMCOR Facilities Services
Engelstad Wealth Advisors, Inc
Enneking Auto Body, Inc.
Ronald C. Felicijan
First Financial Bank
Force Construction Company, Inc.
Four Seasons Chapel Committee
Four Seasons Retirement Center
Leo and Patty Gasper
German American Bank
Penny Gillie
Kathy M. Giovanini
Greater Horizon Financial Group
Loretta Greene
Greensburg Power of the Past  
	 Antique Club
Eliza Harker
Tom and Mary Harmon
Jim and Toots Henderson
Mark and Melanie Henderson
Clifford Hildebrand
Helen Lorenz Holdeman
Adam C. Holderman
Rebecca S. Holderman
Hoosier Airplane Dealer, Inc.
Horizon Bank
Larry and Marie Huntington
J and K Sheehy Family Fund
Jackson County Tire
Jane Switzer Daniel, Elizabeth, Sarah  
	 & Kathryn Charitable Fund, a fund  
	 of the Central Indiana Community  
	 Foundation

JCBank (North Vernon)
JCBank (Seymour)
Jennings County Pallets, Inc.
Jennings County United Way
Jewell-Rittman Funeral Home, Inc.
Jim and Becki Miller, Jim "Chief"  
	 Miller Memorial Golf Tournament
Bob and Suzi Johannigman
Jo Jurgensen
K.B. Specialty Foods Co.
Marla and Glenn Kemp
Kenny Glass, Inc.
K-Fab, Inc.
Kid City USA Fruitland Street
Kirr, Marbach & Company, LLC
Laura and Doug Leonard
Lorenz Family Charitable Trust
Margaret Martin Roth Charitable  
	 Endowment Fund, a fund of the  
	 Hamilton County Community  
	 Foundation
Marvin Johnson & Associates, Inc.
James and Sara McAninch
Tony and Tamme McDaniel
Is McGraw
Scott and Stacy McMullen
Don and Diane Meier
Milestone Design Group
Tammy and Dave Miller
Steven and Lindsey Millspaugh
Lauren and Timothy Millwood
Judy S. Mosier
Michael and Ann Mullinix
Next Generation, Inc.
North Vernon Industry Corp.
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Linda and John Norton
Sheryl Nulph
Old National Bank
Overhead Door Company of South  
	 Central Indiana
Amber and Mike Owens
Major General and Mrs. Mark A. Pillar
PNC Financial Services Group
Raymond James Global Account  
	 for Anonymous Donors
Keith and Joy Reising
Jim and Mimi Riffle
Carol J. Roe
Marilnn and John Rondot
Bill and Nan Russell
Sardinia Machine, Inc.
Randy and Jill Scheidt
Tom and Barbara Schoellkopf
Hutch and Kevina Schumaker
Alan and Tami Schwenk
Joe and Kathleen Sheehy
Scott and Caroline Sims
Suzie and Brian Singer
Amber N. Smith
Mark E. Smith
Robert L. Smitherman
Susan K. Spaulding
Steel Technologies Foundation
Rich and Rebecca Stenner
Taylor Bros. Construction Co., Inc.
Scott and Amy Terry
Estate of Michael Thayer 
The Wheeler Children
David and Kelli Thompson
Don and Shirley Trapp
Charles E. VanNatta
Voelz, Reed, & Mount Foundation,  
	 a fund of the Heritage Fund 
	 - The Community Foundation of  
	 Bartholomew County
Tyler Wagster
Walmart of Greensburg #1180
Alan and Jo Ellen Watanabe
Robert L. Webb
Don Wickens
Willow Lake Event Center
Tina and Trent Wisner
Bill and Connie Witkemper
Greg and Catherine Woodworth
Anna M. Woolls

Donated by 
Cindy Chapman

Given with love to her 
friend, Carol Dunkin
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